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We are committed to contributing the 

medical profession’s point of view to EU 

institutions and European policy-making 

through pro-active cooperation on a 

wide range of health and healthcare 

related issues.

1.7 million European Doctors from 36 countries 
We represent national medical associations across Europe, covering roughly:

We promote the highest level of 

medical training and practice but 

also the provision of evidence-

based, ethical and equitable 

healthcare services. 
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Policy clusters Priorities include

Policy and Priorities 2025-2027

Pharmaceuticals & Healthcare Products

Digital Health

Professional Practice & Patients’ Rights

Public Health

Access & Shortages, Falsified Medicines, 
Medical Devices, Antibiotics, Legislation

AI, EU Health Data Space, eHealth, Digital 
Skills, Cybersecurity, Data Protection

Health workforce, Independence, 
Professional Qualifications, Health 

Systems

Environmental Health, Vaccination, 
Alcohol & Tobacco Control, Food 

Systems, Mental Health, Gambling



Policies developed in close and continuous 
cooperation with CPME members in General 
Assemblies, Working Groups, members’ 
conferences, surveys etc. 

Meetings with and support to members to 
understand national context and priorities, 
e.g. in reports to General Assemblies, 
meetings at national level, letters, articles 
etc.  

How to navigate and how to succeed?



• Bilateral meetings with policy- / 
decision-makers

• Participation in expert groups at 
EU/European level, e.g. Commission 
network on AMR/One Health 

• Events, e.g. Doctor MEP Roundtable, 
European Health Union Network in 
European Parliament

• Contributing to conferences of the 
institutions, e.g Council presidencies, 
European Parliament hearings, 
Commission summits

How to enter into dialogue with policy-makers?



Our partners

Institutions & Agencies

European Commission
European Parliament
Council of the European Union
European Economic and Social Committee
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)
European Medicines Agency (EMA)
European Patent Organisation
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD)
World Health Organisation – Europe (WHO – Europe)
Council of Europe
International Organization for Migration (IOM)

European and international medical 
organisations

European Association of Senior Hospital Physicians (AEMH) 
European Council of Medical Orders (CEOM) 
European Federation of Salaried Doctors (FEMS) 
European Junior Doctors (EJD) 
European Medical Students Association (EMSA) 
European Union of General Practitioners/Family Physicians (UEMO) 
European Union of Medicine in Assurance and Social Security 
(EUMASS) 
European Union of Medical Specialists (UEMS) 
European Working Group of Practitioners and Specialists in Free 
Practice (EANA) 
World Medical Association (WMA) 
European Forum of Medical Associations (EFMA) 

European stakeholders 

Association Internationale de la Mutualité (AIM) 
Council of European Dentists (CED) 
European Alcohol Policy Alliance (Eurocare) 
European Federation of Nurses Associations (EFN) 
European Hospital and Healthcare Federation (HOPE) 
European Midwives Association (EMA) 
European Patients Forum (EPF) 
European Public Health Alliance (EPHA) 
European Public Service Union (EPSU) 
European Region of the World Confederation for 
Physical Therapy (ER-WCPT) 
European Social Insurance Platform (ESIP) 
Federation of Veterinarians of Europe (FVE) 
Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL) 
Pharmaceutical Group of the European Union (PGEU) 
Smoke Free Partnership (SFP) 



Policies



European Election Campaign

Health Check for Europe 
2024-2029
European doctors’ ambitions to continue 
building the European Health Union:

1. Tackle the health workforce crisis
2. Ensure a safe digital transformation 

of healthcare
3. Enable healthier living
4. Guarantee accessibility and 

effectiveness of medicines
5. Take climate action for better health



Digital health



Priorities and actions
• European Health Data Space Regulation

• Artificial Intelligence Act and civil liability 
Directive 

• Digital Skills for future doctors

• Data Protection and ePrivacy Regulation

• Cybersecurity 

• Medical confidentiality

Digital Health



Digital Health
POLICY AGENDA

• Policy on deployment of AI in healthcare
• Need for human oversight
• Request on strict liability for AI under civil 

liability rules

• Implementation of European Health Data Space
• Focus on Electronic Health Records 

Systems, incl. i2x project

• Survey on medical confidentiality in digital 
healthcare

• Upcoming amendments for Digital Omnibus 
proposals

https://www.cpme.eu/api/documents/adopted/2024/11/cpme_ad_09112024_073.final.policy.on.deployment.of.ai.in.healthcare.pdf
https://www.cpme.eu/api/documents/adopted/2024/03/cpme.2024-004.statement-on-electronic-health-record-systems.pdf
https://www.cpme.eu/api/documents/adopted/2024/03/cpme.2024-004.statement-on-electronic-health-record-systems.pdf


Pharmaceuticals & 
Healthcare 



Priorities and actions

• Access to medicines and medicine 
shortages

• Pharmaceutical legislation

• Antimicrobial resistance

• Medical devices

Pharmaceuticals & Healthcare



Pharmaceuticals & 
Healthcare Products

POLICY AGENDA

• Lobbying with on legislation incl. Biotech Act 
(upcoming), Critical Medicines Act (ongoing), and 
implementation of the EU general pharmaceutical 
legislation (adopted) with emphasis on:

• Ensuring equitable access to 
innovative medicines across Europe

• Tackling medicine shortages long-term
• Addressing unmet medical need
• Fighting antimicrobial resistance with One 

Health approach
• Medical ethics in clinical trials
• Safe regulatory framework for medicines and 

medical devices



Public Health & 
Disease Prevention



Priorities and actions

• Environmental health & Climate Change

• Alcohol and tobacco

• Nutrition and physical activity

• Vaccination

• Mental health 

• Health Inequalities 

Public health



Healthy Living
POLICY AGENDA

• Input to new Safe Heart Plan incl.
• Tobacco control policy incl. taxation
• Advertising controls
• Alcohol labelling

• Continued action on climate change and health, in 
particular air quality incl. through EU Healthy Air 
Coalition 

• Co-chairing of Coalition for Vaccination

• Cooperation with WHO-Europe on doctors’ mental 
health and wellbeing

• Upcoming policy on health effects of online 
gambling



Professional Practice & 
Patients’ Rights



Priorities and actions
• Health systems & health inequalities

• Workforce, skills & working conditions 

• Violence against doctors and other 
healthcare professionals

• Health workforce crisis

• Professional regulation & qualifications

Professional Practice & Patients’ Rights



Professional Practice

• Survey on safe staffing policies at national 
level

• Input to European Parliament process on 
health workforce, incl. conference in March 
2025

• Input to evaluation of Professional 
Qualifications Directive

• Upcoming policy on optimisation of 
workforce service delivery

POLICY AGENDA



Independence of 
the medical profession

• The statement highlights the increasing 
challenges that the independence of the 
medical profession faces across Europe, 
causing a threat to doctors, patients and 
society.

• The existence of robust organisations
representing the medical profession 
strengthens democracy. Independence is 
key in making patients’ right to health a 
reality and safeguarding the highest quality 
of medical practice and autonomy.

• Please find the full policy here. 

STATEMENT

https://www.cpme.eu/api/documents/adopted/2024/03/cpme.2024-019.final.statement-on-the-independence-of-the-medical-profession.pdf


Engagement in the Netherlands



General Assembly & Policy 
Sessions 22-23 
November 2024, Amsterdam 

• A welcome address was provided by 
The Royal Dutch Medical Association 
(RDMA) celebrated its 175th Anniversary. 
To commemorate the milestone, the 
RDMA hosted a conference themed 'The 
European Doctor and Digital Health' at 
the iconic NEMO Science Museum.

• The RDMA is a longstanding member of 
CPME



Opening address by Prof. Dr Jan Anthonie Bruijn, 
President of the Dutch Senate

• Prof. Dr Bruijn provided vital questions for 
our discussions that are tackled by the 
Dutch Parliament on the sustainability of 
healthcare and highlighted that we need 
to make explicit choices about where our 
priorities lie. 

• He concluded that all Western countries 
share similar challenges and that 
international cooperation is mandatory, 
and associations such as CPME can be 
pivotal.



Conference: The European 
Doctor and Digital Health, 
Amsterdam
• Distinguished speakers included Abigail Norville 

(Deputy Secretary-General of the Dutch 
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport) and Prof. 
Dr. Henk Marquering (Professor of Translational 
Artificial Intelligence), will explored the 
technological impacts on healthcare. 

• Legal and ethical aspects of digital health were 
also a focal point, with Prof. Corrette Ploem, 
(Professor of Law, Healthcare Technology and 
Medicine), and Prof. Dr Tamar Sharon (Professor 
of Philosophical Ethics and Political Philosophy), 
leading these discussions.

• Conference press release here

https://www.cpme.eu/news/from-past-to-future-european-doctors-celebrate-175th-anniversary-of-the-royal-dutch-medical-association-by-discussing-digitisation-of-healthcare


Dr Christiaan Keijzer of the KNMG 
completed his successful three-year 
term at the end of 2024 and will 
continue to support the incoming 
Board of Directors as Immediate Past 
President.

Dr Christiaan Keijzer    |    President 2021-2024



Many thanks for your attention!

For more information, please contact CPME Secretariat: 

+32 2 732 72 02     |     secretariat@cpme.eu |     www.cpme.eu |     @ CPME_Europa
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